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deeply about the future of your country, sup-
port your schools, support your teachers. But
also, when you find somebody who hurts,
somebody who is in need, somebody who
needs food or shelter or just somebody who
needs love, be that person who is willing to
give that love.

There’s nothing this country can’t achieve.
We're going to achieve peace and have a
peaceful world. We can also make sure the
great hope of America shines brightly in
every corner of this country.

Listen, thanks for giving me a chance to
come by. May God bless you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 3:27 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida;
Florida Speaker of the House Tom Feeney; and
Phyllis Hunter, consultant, Texas Reading Initia-
tive.

Satellite Remarks to the United
States Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce

October 17, 2002

Thank you all. T appreciate those kind re-
marks, Rosario. You're a gran amiga. Buenos
dias. T wish I could be with you in person
today as the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce salutes Hispanic businesswomen.

The USHCC is one of this country’s great
business organizations. America’s more than
1.2 million Hispanic-owned businesses are
transforming our economy and transforming
our country. I'm particularly glad that the
USHCC is paying tribute to Hispanic busi-
nesswomen. After all, the Hispanic business-
women are emerging leaders of the Amer-
ican economy. Their success is creating jobs,
building communities, and making our Na-
tion more open and more inclusive. I am
grateful and America is grateful for the ac-
complishments of these Hispanic business-
women.

I appreciate so very much the chair of the
board of directors of the U.S. Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce. I appreciate so very
much the president and CEO. I'm honored
that you all would invite me. I want you to
know that I'm a strong believer in small busi-
ness because I know that small businesses
are the pathway to advancement and success
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for many Americans, especially women and
new arrivals to our country and to minorities.
I believe in small business because I know
that two-thirds of all new jobs created in
America every year come from small busi-
nesses. More than one million small busi-
nesses are owned by Hispanic Americans.
And women-owned small businesses are
growing twice as fast as all other United
States firms. And this is good news for Amer-
ica.

Small businesses are a great equalizer. The
only connections you really need to succeed
are happy customers. The only credentials
you really need are good products. The only
values you need are a willingness to work
hard and take risks.

Running a business also brings many per-
sonal rewards. You enjoy the freedom and
pride that comes from being your own boss.
You achieve success based upon your own
abilities. You're helping others achieve suc-
cess by providing them with jobs.

Workers and entrepreneurs create the
wealth of America, not government. Yet, gov-
ernment does have a responsibility to create
an environment where small businesses can
grow and prosper. Small businesses grow
when taxes are low, when taxes are low for
workers and when taxes are low for entre-
preneurs. Low taxes mean more money in
the pockets of the people who are building
America.

Small businesses grow when the Govern-
ment considers the impact of its regulations,
the impact those regulations will have par-
ticularly on small employers. We must avoid
burdening our entrepreneurs with unneces-
sary rules and procedures. Small businesses
grow when the Government’s contracting
policies encourage competition and don’t un-
fairly favor large businesses at the expense
of smaller firms.

And small businesses grow when entre-
preneurs can build their businesses without
the fear of falling prey to frivolous lawsuits,
all designed to make trial lawyers even
wealthier.

Our Nation has a responsibility to create
an environment where the talents of men and
women of every origin and background are
recognized and rewarded.
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Rosario mentioned my appointments to
my Government. I am proud to serve many,
many exceptional Hispanic Americans. One
of my jobs is to put the best people in the
right jobs in every branch of Government.
I've done so in the executive branch, and I'll
do so in the judiciary branch as well. Right
now the Senate Judiciary Committee is now
considering a friend of mine, a guy named
Mike—Miguel Estrada. He’s my nominee for
the DC Circuit Court of Appeals. If con-
firmed, he’ll be the first Hispanic ever to
serve on this important court.

No one can deny that he’s well-qualified.
No one can deny he’s a great lawyer and that
he’s highly skilled. Yet unfortunately, there
are Senators who play politics with Miguel
Estrada’s nomination. There are Senators
searching for any reason to defeat him.

I call upon the Senate leadership to treat
Miguel Estrada with dignity and respect and
to bring his nomination up for the full Senate
to confirm him before they adjourn. He’s an
American success story. He’s an inspiration
to many Americans, and he’ll be an out-
standing judge.

And so I appreciate all of you all who are
there today. I appreciate so very much Eliza-
beth and George and the many of you there
today to bear witness to the great opportuni-
ties found in this country, opportunities
borne of freedom and equality. These values
make us strong, and we will defend them,
no matter how long it takes.

Gracias por su dedicacion a la excelencia.
Gracias por demostrar que el sueno
Americano es posible para todos los que lo
desean en su corazon. Y aprecio su amor por
esta gran nacion.

Y Dios los bendiga a todos, y que Dios los
bendiga a Los Estados Unidos.

NoTE: The President spoke by satellite at 4:19
p-m. from Read-Pattillo Elementary School, New
Smyrna Beach, FL, to the meeting in Los Angeles,
CA. In his remarks, he referred to Rosario Marin,
U.S. Treasurer; and Elizabeth Lisboa-Farrow,
chair of the board of directors, and George Her-
rera, chairman and chief executive officer, U.S.
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.

Oct. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Proclamation 7611—Year of Clean
Water, 2002-2003

October 17, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On October 18, 2002, our Nation marks
the 30th anniversary of the Clean Water Act
and begins the Observance of the Year of
Clean Water. This landmark environmental
legislation has been central to the important
progress we have made as a Nation in im-
proving the quality of our drinking water and
the health of our waters, wetlands, and wa-
tersheds. During this time, we renew our
commitment to building on these successes
and to developing new approaches and part-
nerships to meet our environmental chal-
lenges.

The Clean Water Act of 1972 and the Safe
Drinking Water Act of 1974 have helped our
citizens enjoy one of the safest and cleanest
water supplies in the world. Under the Clean
Water Act, the Federal Government has pro-
vided more than $80 billion in wastewater
assistance to the States and localities. This
fundamentally important investment has en-
sured that 165 million citizens now benefit
from modern sewage treatment, up from 86
million in 1968. The important advances in
waste water treatment since the Clean Water
Act’s passage constitute one of the major
achievements in modern American public
health.

In the last 30 years, the overall health of
our marine waters, lakes, rivers, streams, and
wetlands has also dramatically improved. The
Federal Government has cooperated with
States, tribes, local communities, businesses,
and concerned individuals to reduce signifi-
cantly all forms of water pollution, making
our waters better suited for recreation and
other pursuits and more hospitable to aquatic
life. Recent studies show that we are close
to achieving our goal of halting overall wet-
lands loss, and we are hopeful that in the
near future we will begin increasing the over-
all function and value of our wetlands. As
we look to the challenges ahead, the Clean



